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Programs Available for Adolescents in Preparing for Adulthood 

Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Independent Living 
(IL) & Transitional 
Living (TL) Program 

IL provides the following 
services: 

¶ Ansell Casey Life Skills 
Assessment (ACLSA) and 
Learning Plan 

¶ Daily Living Skills 

¶ Educational Support  

¶ Career Exploration 

¶ Vocational Training 

¶ Job Placement and 
Retention 

¶ Funding available up to 
$500 for IL enrichment 
activities[jk1] .  

 

TL provides the following 
services: 

¶ Ansell Casey Life Skills 
Assessment and Learning 
Plan 

¶ Educational support 

¶ Housing Assistance 
(funds may be available to 
help with room and board)  

¶ Employment assistance 

¶ Helping youth establish 
stable and healthy 
connections 

 

Funding: Federally funded, 
with 20% state match 
through the RLSP program 

IL Eligibility 

¶ Youth, ages 15 to 17 who have been in care 
for 30 days or more and is currently a 
dependent in the legal custody and care of 
DSHS or is in Tribal out-of-home care  

¶ Youth is adopted from State or Tribal custody 
on or after his/her 16th birthday  

¶ Youth participating in IL services and have 
returned to parentôs home will continue to be 
eligible provided DSHS retains dependency  

                           
Please note youth are not eligible if: 

¶ Youth adopted before the age of 16 years old 

¶ Youth is under age 18 and in a voluntary 
placement agreement 

¶ Youth is under a CHINS petition 

 

TL Eligibility 

¶ Youth age 18 up to 21 who are either current 
or former foster youth from state or tribal out 
of home care 

¶ Youth who were not eligible for IL services at 
time of transition may still be eligible for TL if 
they meet the following criteria: 

1. Youth has or had an open 
DCFS case at time of transition 
from care; and 

2. Youth had been in out-of-home 
care for the previous six months 
prior to transition from care; OR 

3. Youth was a dependent and    

       returned home within a year of   

                           reaching age 18 

 

 

 

IL Dates 

¶ Youth should be 
referred at age 
15 

¶ Youth can be 
referred anytime 
between age 15 
up to 17 

 

TL Dates 

¶ Youth can self 
refer anytime up 
to age 21 

IL 

¶ Social Worker will complete 
referral form and submit to 
contracted provider when 
youth is age 15 

¶ For more info: email 
ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov or 
call the IL Program Manager, 
Rick Butt at 206-923-4891 

 

TL 

¶ Youth can contact the TL 
provider for these services 

¶ For more info: email 
ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov or 
call the IL Program Manager, 
Rick Butt at 206-923-4891 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov
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Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Tribal Independent 
Living (IL) & 
Transitional Living 
(TL) Program 

Tribal IL may provide any 
or all of the following 
services: 

¶ Ansell Casey Life Skills 
Assessment (ACLSA) and 
Learning Plan 

¶ Daily Living Skills 

¶ Educational Support  

¶ Career Exploration 

¶ Vocational Training 

¶ Job Placement and 
Retention 

¶ Funding available for IL 
enrichment activities 

 

Funding: Federally funded, 
with 20% state match 
through the RLSP program 

¶ Tribal Youth age 13 up to age 21, and is 
currently a dependent in the legal custody 
and care of DSHS or is in Tribal out-of-home 
care 

¶ Tribal Youth adopted from State or Tribal 
custody on or after his/her 16th birthday  

¶ Tribal Youth age 18 up to 21 who are have 
aged out of state or tribal out of home care 

 

Tribal youth may also access regional IL 
programs if not receiving services directly 
from their tribe 

¶ Youth should be 
referred at age 
13 

¶ Youth can self 
refer anytime 
from age 13 up 
to age 21 

¶ Must be a federally 
recognized tribe within the 
state of Washington in order 
to receive a tribal IL contract 

 

¶ For more info contact: 
Juliette Knight at (360) 902-
8474 or email at 
knju300@dshs.wa.gov 

 

Foster Care to 21  

(FC to21) 

 

 

Program where youth can 
remain in foster care after 
they graduate from high 
school or GED program until 
age 21 so that they can go 
to a college or vocational 
program. It provides: 

¶ foster care placement 

¶ medical coverage  

¶ other agreed upon 
support services 

 

Funding: Federally funded 
program with a state match, 
starting October 2010 

¶ Youth must have been a dependent (ward of 
the court) in Washington State 

¶ Youth must be at least 18 and have 
graduated from high school or obtained their 
GED 

¶ Youth must have applied to a post secondary 
institution within Washington State 

¶ Youth can apply up to 6 months after leaving 
foster care 

 

Six month window. Youth can apply up to 6 
months after leaving care. 

There is no 
deadline for 
application 
however priority 
deadlines are the 
end of April and 
October of each 
year 

¶ Current and former foster 
youth will need to complete 
the Foster Care to 21 
program application and 
release of information 

¶ For more info: Jim Pritchard 
at (360) 902-8487 or email at 
prji300@dshs.wa.gov   

Educational 
Advocacy Program 

¶ Program which provides 
educational advocacy, 
consultation, information 
and referral services to 
foster youth 

¶ All youth in out of home care with unmet 
educational needs are eligible. Priority to 
Kindergarten through 10th grade 

 

 

Youth can be 
referred anytime 

¶ The social worker or CHET 
screener must make the 
referral  

¶ Referral forms are available 
on the regional shared drives  

mailto:prji300@dshs.wa.gov
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Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Educational Advocacy 
Program (contôd) 

¶ This program also 
provides training to social 
workers, caregivers and 
community providers 

 

Funding: State Funds 

 

  ¶ and are also available on the 
CA intranet 

 

¶ For more info contact: 
CLynneherrie WeltonDruffel 
at (360) 902-02227563 or 
ldrchywe300@dshs.wa.gov 

College Bound 
Scholarship 

¶ Scholarship cover the 
amount of tuition (at 
public college rates) not 
covered by other state 
financial aid, plus $500 for 
books.  

¶ Scholarship can be 
renewed up to 4 
additional years, allowing 
students to complete a BA 

 

¶ Funding: State Funds 

¶ If you are a foster youth, you are 
automatically eligible to apply. 

¶ Must apply in 7th or 8th grade. 

¶ Graduate from a Washington State High 
School (or home school).  

¶ Must maintain a cumulative high school GPA 
of at least a 2.0. 

¶ Be a good citizen and stay crime free. 

¶ Apply for admission to an eligible college in 
Washington. 

¶ Be a resident of Washington. 

¶ Complete the FAFSA in senior year. 

¶ Meet the family income requirements at the 
time of graduation. 

¶ The online 
application is 
available at: 

www.hecb.wa.go
v/collegebound. 

¶ If you prefer to 
complete a 
paper 
application, 
please call 1-
888-535-0747. 
As part of the 
application, you 
will pledge to 
prepare yourself 
for college. 

¶ Info and application at 
www.hecb.wa.gov/collegebo
und. 

Governorsô 
Scholarship 

(GS) 

¶ Scholarship where youth 
can receive $2,000 to 
$4,000 per year 

¶ Scholarship can be 
renewed up to 4 
additional years, allowing 
students to complete a BA 

 

Funding: Private Funds 

¶ Must be a senior in high school to apply  

¶ Must be recognized as a dependent youth in 
WA State, Federal or tribal out-of-home care, 
group or kinship care 

¶ Minimum GPA 2.0 

¶ Must attend an accredited school in WA 

¶ Please refer to 
the website for 
application 
deadline 
information 

¶ Info and application at 
www.collegesuccessfoundati
on.org 

Educational Training 
Voucher  

(ETV) 

¶ Provides financial 
assistance (based on 
unmet need; up to $5,000 
annually toward the cost 
of attendance) for 
education or vocational 
training after high school 
Federally funded, with a 

¶ Youth must be dependent and likely to 
remain in foster care until age 18 

¶ Youth must be eligible for Independent 
living/Transitional Living Services 

¶ Youth must be enrolled in a degree, 
certificate or other program at an accredited 
school 

¶ No formal 
application 
deadline. 
However four 
priority deadlines 
do occur:  

Á Jan. 1 

¶ Youth must complete an 
application and have applied 
to a post secondary 
institution 

¶ Youth must forward a copy of 
the financial aid award offer 
received from their academic  

file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\prji300\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK1E\www.hecb.wa.gov\collegebound
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\prji300\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK1E\www.hecb.wa.gov\collegebound
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\prji300\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK1E\www.hecb.wa.gov\collegebound
file:///C:\Documents%20and%20Settings\prji300\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\OLK1E\www.hecb.wa.gov\collegebound
http://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/
http://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/
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20% state match provided 
by the Higher Education 
Coordinating Boardôs 
annually published 
taxpayer support to the 
schools.Federally funded, 
with a 20% state match 
provided to public 
institutions to support the 
cost of education 

Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Educational Training 
Voucher (ETV) 
(contôd) 

¶ Individualized award 
unique to each student 

 

Funding:  Federally funded, 
with a 20% state match 
provided by the Higher 
Education Coordinating 
Boardôs annually published 
taxpayer support to the 
schools. 

¶ Youth who receive funds prior to age 21 can 
continue to receive until age 23[jk2]  

¶ Youth adopted after age 16 can also 
participate  

¶ Youth will need to remain in good academic 
standing and show they are making progress 
towards a degree or certificate 

¶ Can be used nationwide 

Á March 1  

Á June 1 

Á Aug.1   

 

¶ Applications 
received after 
priority deadlines 
will receive funds 
based on 
availability                          

   institution to ETV 

¶ ETV will not make an award 
until youth exhausts all other 
federal and state options to 
receive financial aid 

¶ Youth need to reapply every 
year for the ETV Program 

¶ For more information call    
1-877-4EDUETV or email: 

   ETVWASH@dshs.wa.gov 

Medicaid to 21 Provides Medicaid benefits 
to youth age 18-21 exiting 
foster care or other eligible 
out-of-home   placements as 
of July 22, 2007 

 

¶ Funding: HRSA manages 
funding for this program 

Youth must be able to answer ñYESò to the first 
3 bullets below: 

¶ Youth  was in foster care or other eligible out 
of home placement on their 18

th
 birthday 

¶ Youth is in foster care or other eligible out-of-
home placement and under age 21 

¶ On or after July 22, 2007, the youth was in 
foster care or other eligible out-of-home 
placement under the legal responsibility of 
DSHS or a federally recognized tribe within 
Washington State.  Types of ñother eligible 
out-of-home placementsò include:Licensed 
foster care 

Á Relative foster care 
Á Tribal foster care 
Á ICPC foster care in Washington 

State 
Á Other foster care (unlicensed, 

group care, court ordered, 
guardianship) 

¶ Youth in the adoption support program are 

¶ Prior to leaving 
care the youth 
will need to call 
the Foster Care  
MEDS Team 
(FCMT) at 1-
800-547-3109 to 
provide a mailing 
address.   This 
will ensure that 
the youth 
receives a 
medical 
identification 
card (med 
coupon) every 
month. 

¶ Continued eligibility is 
automatic 

¶ Youth will not have to 
change medical providers 
complete eligibility reviews 

¶ For more info: call Health 
and Recovery Services 
Administration (HRSA) 
Foster Care Meds Team at 
1-800-547-3109 or Childrenôs 
Administration Foster Care 
Health Program Manager 
at360-902-8006.  

¶ Note that If the youth applies 
for other DSHS services 
through their local 
Community Services Office 
(CSO), they may no longer 
be eligible for medical 
benefits through this 
program. 

mailto:ETVWASH@dshs.wa.gov
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not eligible ¶ Youth should contact the 
FCMT at 1-800-547-3109 for 
more information   

Independent Youth 
Housing Program 
(IYHP) 

Provides housing voucher 
assistance to former foster 
youth. Youth may receive: 

Foster youth who on or after September 1, 2006 
meet the following criteria: 

¶ 18 years of age or older,  

¶ A dependent of the state of Washington 
      in the month before his or her 18th   
      birthday 

 ¶ This program is a pilot 
program and is only offered 
in selected areas in Region 
1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 by the    
following contracted 
providers:1, 4, , 

Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Independent Youth 
Housing Program 
(IYHP) (contôd) 

¶ Monthly rent  

¶ Utility payments (gas and 
electricity) 

¶ Move in costs (such as 
first and last monthôs rent, 
security deposits) 

¶ Cost for credit checks 

¶ Cost for parking (if not 
included in rent and one is 
needed) 

¶ Case management 
services 

 

Funding: State Funds 

             

¶ Have not yet reached the age of 23.  

¶ Total income does not exceed 50% of 
the area median income 

 

Priority will be given to youth who were 
dependents of the state for at least one year.  

 

Youth participating in the HB 2002- Foster Care 
to 21 program are not eligible for this housing 
program as they receive housing assistance 
through their foster care payment. Youth can be 
eligible once they exit the Foster Care to 21 
program. 

 Á Catholic Family & 
Child Services  

Á Pierce County 
Alliance 

Á Community Youth 
Services  

Á YMCA of Greater 
Seattle 

Á Volunteers of 
America in Spokane     

¶ Please contact Jim Pritchard 
at (360) 902- 8487 or 
prji300@dshs.wa.gov to see 
if this program is available in 
your area. 

Passport for Foster 
Youth Promise 
ScholarshipPassport 
to College Promise 

(PP2C) 

Student Scholarship and 
Assistance: HECB 
 

This program provides 
scholarships to foster youth 
to help with college costs, so 
youth will have minimal or no 
borrowing of student loans. 
The maximum need-based 
scholarship amount is 
currently $6,793 per year-
starting in fall of 2008. 
 
 

Funding: State Funds only 

Student Scholarship and Assistance:  HECB 

To be eligible youth must meet the following 
criteria: 

¶ Was a dependent of the State of Washington 
and in foster care on their 18th birthday on or 
after 1-1-07 

¶ Spent at least one year in foster care after 
their sixteenth birthday 

¶ Is a resident of Washington State 

¶ Are or will be enrolled at least half-time in an 
eligible institution of higher education in 
Washington State by the age of twenty-one 

¶ Have not earned a bachelorôs or professional 
degree 

¶ May not be pursuing a degree in theology 

Scholarship - The 
start date for 
scholarship 
assistance was 
Fall 2008 

¶ Sign and submit a consent 
form to the HECB for 
verification with DSHS. 

¶ Identify as Passport eligible 
student when applying for 
college admissions or 
registration  

¶ For questions regarding the 
student scholarship or 
institutional assistance 
contact: Dawn Cypriano-
McAferty at 360-753-7846 or 
dawnc@hecb.wa.gov; 

¶ Passport for Foster Youth 
Promise Scholarship to 
College Web site link:   

mailto:dawnc@hecb.wa.gov
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¶ Have financial need    www.independence.wa.gov 

Supplemental 
Educational 
Transition Planning            
(SETuP) Program 

SETuP Program: CA 

This program provides foster 
youth 14-18 years of age 

with educational planning,  

information, linkages to other 
services/programs and 
coordination between high 

Supplemental Educational Transition 
Planning (SETuP) Program:  

To be eligible must meet the following criteria: 

¶ Youth must be ages 14-18 years old and in    
foster care in the State of Washington 

SETuP - CA has 
contracted with a 
provider in each of 
the six regions to  
provide this 
service. However 
they are limited on 

¶ For questions regarding the 
SETuP contact:  

Jim Pritchard at (360) 902-
8487 or email at  
prji300@dshs.wa.gov 

Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Supplemental 
Educational 
Transition Planning            
(SETuP) Program  
(contôd) 

school counselors and foster 
youth to ensure youth have 
an educational transition 
plan. 

 

Funding: State funds only 

 the amount of 
youth they can 
serve. 

   

Alumni of Care Peer 
to Peer Mentoring 
Program 

This program provides 
outreach to foster youth and 
alumni in efforts to engage 
them in the array of services 
available.  Alumni of care are 
hired to provide youth 
outreach and engagement, 
provide program information, 
and support eligible youth in 
accessing and applying for 
ETV.  
 
Funding: Federally funded, 
with a 20% match provided 
to public institutions to 
support the cost of education 
 

Current and former foster youth of Washington 
State. Youth apply for positions through the 
local contracted provider. 

Program is 
available in all six 
regions through 
contracted 
providers 

¶ For questions regarding this 
program please contact: 

Juliette Knight at 

   (360) 902-8474 or email at 
knju300@dshs.wa.gov 

 

http://www.independence.wa.gov/
mailto:prji300@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:knju300@dshs.wa.gov
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Passion to Action 
Advisory Group 

A statewide advisory group 
developed in 2005 by 
Childrenôs Administration in 
partnership with Casey 
Family Programs and the 
College Success 
Foundation. Youth serve in 
an advisory function to 
provide CA with input and 
recommendations on policy 
and practices. Youth 
feedback helps CA improve 
our ability to meet the needs 
of children and youth in care. 
 
Funding: Federally funded, 
with 20% state match 
through the RLSP program 

Current and former foster youth between ages 
13 to 24 who represent the 6 regions within WA 
State. 

 

There are approximately 20 youth and young 
adults who sit on the board.  

 

To apply to be a board member youth can 
contact their IL provider or email 
ilskids@dshs.wa.gov  

 ¶ For questions regarding this 
program please contact: 

Rick Butt (206) 923-4891 or 
email rlbu300@dshs.wa.gov  

Cherrie Druffel (360) 902-
0222 or email 
drch300@dshs.wa.gov 

or Lynne Welton (360) 902-
7563 or email at 
lywe300@dshs.wa.gov  

 

Mockingbird Society 
Regional Network 

A statewide network of local 
chapters led by youth and 
alumni of care: 

¶ Developing youth and 
training leaders 

¶ Strengthening 
communities and 
encouraging civic 
engagement 

¶ Addressing local and 
statewide issues affecting 
children and youth in 
foster care 

 

Funding: Private Funds 

Current and former foster youth ages 14 to 24. 

 

The Network consists of six chapters of foster 
youth and alumni who advocate for improving 
the quality of child welfare services in 
Washington State.  

 

Network Chapters are located at Host Agencies 
across the state.  

 

 ¶ For questions regarding this 
program please contact 
Mockingbird Society at 206-
323-5437 or email 
infor@mockingbirdsociety.or
g 

 

Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Independent Living 
(IL) & Transitional 
Living (TL) Program 

IL provides the following 
services: 

¶Ansell Casey Life Skills 
Assessment (ACLSA) and 
Learning Plan 

¶Daily Living Skills 

IL Eligibility 

¶Youth,  is ages 15 toup to age 18 who have 
been in care for 30 days or more, and is 
currently a dependent in the legal custody 
and care of DSHS or is in Tribal out-of-home 
care until age 18 

¶Youth is adopted from State or Tribal custody 

IL Dates 

¶Youth should be 
referred at age 
15 

¶Youth can be 
referred anytime 
between age 15 

IL 

¶Social Worker will complete 
referral form and submit to 
contracted provider when 
youth is age 15 

¶For more info: email 
ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov or 

mailto:ilskids@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:rlbu300@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:lywe300@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:infor@mockingbirdsociety.org
mailto:infor@mockingbirdsociety.org
mailto:ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov
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¶Educational Support  

¶Career Exploration 

¶Vocational Training 

¶Job Placement and 
Retention 

¶Funding available up to 
$500 for IL enrichment 
activities[jk3] . through 
SSPS 3901 

 

TL provides the following 
services: 

¶Ansell Casey Life Skills 
Assessment and Learning 
Plan 

¶Educational support 

¶Housing Assistance (funds 
may be available to help 
with room and board)  

¶Employment assistance 

¶Helping youth establish 
stable and healthy 
connections 

on or after his/her 16th birthday  

¶Youth participating in IL services and have 
returned to parentôs home will continue to be 
eligible provided DSHS retains dependency  

                           
Please note youth are not eligible if: 

¶Youth adopted before the age of 16 years old 

¶Youth is under age 18 and in a voluntary 
placement agreement 

¶Youth is under a CHINS petition 

 

TL Eligibility 

¶Youth age 18 up to 21 who are either current 
or former foster youth from state or tribal out 
of home care. 

¶Youth who were not eligible for IL services at 
time of transition may still be eligible for TL if 
they meet the following criteria: 

1.Youth has or had an open DCFS 
case at time of transition from 
care; and 

2.Youth had been in out-of-home 
care for the previous six months 
prior to transition from care; OR 

3.Youth was a dependent and    

       returned home within a year of   

                           reaching age 18 

 

 

up to 18 

 

TL Dates 

¶Youth can self 
refer anytime up 
to age 21 

call the IL Program Manager, 
Rick Butt at 206-923-4891 

 

TL 

¶Youth can contact the TL 
provider for these services 

¶For more info: email 
ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov or 
call the IL Program Manager, 
Rick Butt at 206-923-4891 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Tribal Independent 
Living (IL) & 
Transitional Living 
(TL) Program 

Tribal IL may provide any 
or all of the following 
services: 

¶Ansell Casey Life Skills 
Assessment (ACLSA) and 
Learning Plan 

¶Daily Living Skills 

¶Educational Support  

¶Career Exploration 

¶Tribal Youth age 13 up to age 21, and is 
currently a dependent in the legal custody 
and care of DSHS or is in Tribal out-of-home 
care 

¶Tribal Youth adopted from State or Tribal 
custody on or after his/her 16th birthday  

¶Tribal Youth age 18 up to 21 who are have 
aged out of state or tribal out of home care 

 

¶Youth should be 
referred at age 
13 

¶Youth can self 
refer anytime 
from age 13 up 
to age 21 

¶Must be a federally 
recognized tribe within the 
state of Washington in order 
to receive a tribal IL contract.  

 

¶For more info contact: Juliette 
Knight at (360) 902-8474 or 
email at 
knju300@dshs.wa.gov 

mailto:ILSKIDS@dshs.wa.gov
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¶Vocational Training 

¶Job Placement and 
Retention 

¶Funding available for IL 
enrichment activities 

Tribal youth may also access the regional IL 
programs listed above if not receiving 
services directly from their tribe.  

 

Make it Happen!  

(MIH) 

Free Summer Program 
which provides: 

¶Real lifeò college campus 
experience and access to 
college resources 

¶Interactive workshops on 
college admissions and 
financial aid 

¶Recreation and 
entertainment 

¶Inspirational speakers 

¶Foster youth who are dependents in WA 
State, Federal or tribal out-of-home care AND 

¶Foster youth who are either a sophomore, 
junior, or senior in high school, OR enrolled in 
or graduated from a GED program 

 

¶Application 
(postmark) 
deadline is 
normally in April 

¶Please contact 
the  Collegethe 
College Success 
Foundation for 
current 
deadlines. 

 

¶Youth will need to complete 
an application 

¶Info and application can be 
obtained through the College 
Success Foundation at 
www.collegesuccessfoundati
on.org or phone toll free at  

   1-877-655-4097 

  

Foster Care to College 
Partnership (FCTC) 

 

Private Funding for 
this program ends 
July 2009. However, 
sustainability efforts 
are being made by 
Childrenôs 
Administration and 
contracted providers. 

 

Provides a variety of 
services to current and 
former foster youth: 

¶FCTC mentoring program 
matches foster youth and 
alumni aged 14 through 
21 who express a desire 
to pursue postsecondary 
education with a mentor 

¶You Can Go to College 
brochure 

 

¶Foster youth who are dependents in WA State 
or in tribal out-of-home care 

¶Mentors are available to foster youth and 
alumni age 14 through 21 who are interested 
in post secondary education 

 

¶College 
Preparation 
seminars are 
held twice yearly 

¶Youth can be 
referred anytime 
to the FCTC 
mentoring 
program 

¶Program is 
available in 
regions 1, 2, 3, 5 
and 6 

¶Current foster youth can refer 
themselves or be referred by 
their social worker. If self 
referred they would need to 
have approval by social 
worker 

¶Former foster youth can refer 
themselves by contacting the 
Mentoring Program directly 

¶For more info contact: 

Juliette Knight at (360) 902-
8474 or email at 
knju300@dshs.wa.gov 

Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Foster Care to College 
Partnership (FCTC)  

(continued) 

  Funding for this 
program ends 
July 2009 

¶This program is 
available in 
Region 4 
through 
treehouseôs 
Coaching to 
College Program 
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Foster Care to 21  

(FC to21) 

 

Program on hold at 
present. For further 
information contact the 
FC to 21 program 
manager @ 360-902-
8487Program is not 
accepting new 
applicants. Those 
currently in the program 
may continue 
participation until age 
21 or college 
graduation, whichever 
comes first. 

Program where youth can 
remain in foster care after 
they graduate from high 
school or GED program until 
age 21 so that they can go 
to a college or vocational 
program (limited to 50 
additional youth per year). It 
provides: 

¶foster care placement 

¶medical coverage  

¶other agreed upon support 
services 

¶Youth must be at least 18 and have graduated 
from high school or obtained their GED 

¶Youth must have applied to a post secondary 
institution within Washington State 

¶Youth can apply up to 6 months after leaving 
foster care 

¶There is no 
deadline for 
application 
however priority 
deadlines are 
the end of April 
and October of 
each year 

¶Current and former foster 
youth will need to complete 
the Foster Care to 21 
program application and 
release of information 

¶For more info:  

Jim Pritchard at (360) 902-
8487 or email at 
prji300@dshs.wa.gov   

Educational Advocacy 
Program 

¶Program which provides 
educational advocacy, 
consultation, information 
and referral services to 
foster youth 

¶This program also provides 
training to social workers, 
caregivers and community 
providers 

 

¶All youth in out of home care with unmet 
educational needs are eligible. Priority to 
Kindergarten through 10th grade 

 

 

¶Youth can be 
referred anytime 

¶The social worker or CHET 
screener must make the 
referral  

¶Referral forms are available 
on the regional shared drives 
and are also available on the 
CA intranet 

For more info contact: Lynne 
Welton at (360) 902-7563 or 
lywe300@dshs.wa.gov 

Governorsô 
Scholarship 

(GS) 

¶Scholarship where youth 
can receive $2,000 to 
$4,000 per year 

¶Scholarship can be 
renewed up to 4 
additional years, allowing 
students to complete a BA 

¶Must be a senior in high school to apply  

¶Must be recognized as a dependent youth in 
WA State, Federal or tribal out-of-home care, 
group or kinship care 

¶Minimum GPA 2.0 

¶Must attend an accredited school in WA 

¶Please refer to 
the website for 
application 
deadline 
information 

¶Info and application at 
www.collegesuccessfoundati
on.org 

Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

mailto:prji300@dshs.wa.gov
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Educational Training 
Voucher  

(ETV) 

¶Provides financial 
assistance (based on 
unmet need; up to $5,000 
annually toward the cost 
of attendance) for 
education or vocational 
training after high school 

¶Individualized award 
unique to each student 

Available to current and former foster youth 
(who are/were dependents) up to age 21 
whoAvailable to current and former foster 
youth who spent 30 days or more in care at 
age 15[jk4] .  

¶ have been accepted into orYouth must be 
enrolled in a degree, certificate or other 
program at an accredited school 

 Youth who receive funds prior to age 21 can 
continue to receive until age 23[jk5]  

Youth enrolled prior to age 21 can continue to 
receive until age 23 

¶Youth adopted after age 16 can also 
participate 

¶Youth will need to remain in good academic 
standing and show they are making progress 
towards a degree or certificate 

¶Can be used nationwide 

¶No formal 
application 
deadline. 
However four 
priority deadlines 
do occur:  

ÁJan. 1 

ÁMarch 1  

ÁJune 1                           

ÁAug. 1 

Applications 
received after 
priority deadlines 
will receive funds 
based on 
availability 

¶Youth must complete an 
application and have applied 
to a post secondary 
institution 

¶ETV awards cannot be made 
until youth receives 
confirmation of financial aid 
award and sends documents  
to the ETV Program 

¶Youth need to reapply every 
year for the ETV Program   

For more information call  

1-877-4EDUETV; email: 

ETVWASH@dshs.wa.gov 

Medicaid to 21 Provides Medicaid benefits 
to youth age 18-21 exiting 
foster care or other eligible 
out-of-home placements as 
of July 22, 2007 

Youth must be able to answer ñYESò to the first 
3 bullets below: 

¶Youth  was in foster care or other eligible out 
of home placement on their 18

th
 birthday 

¶Youth is in foster care or other eligible out-of-
home placement and under age 21 

¶On or after July 22, 2007, the youth was in 
foster care or other eligible out-of-home 
placement under the legal responsibility of 
DSHS or a federally recognized tribe within 
Washington State.  Types of ñother eligible 
out-of-home placementsò include: 

ÁLicensed foster care 
ÁRelative foster care 
ÁTribal foster care 
ÁICPC foster care in Washington 

State 
ÁOther foster care (unlicensed, group 

care, court ordered, guardianship) 

¶Youth in the adoption support program are not 
eligible. 

 

 

Prior to leaving 
care the youth will 
need to call the 
Foster Care MEDS 
Team (FCMT) at 1-
800-547-3109 to 
provide a mailing 
address.  This will 
ensure that the 
youth receives a 
medical 
identification card 
(med coupon) 
every month. 

¶Continued eligibility is 
automatic.   

¶Youth will not have to change 
medical providers or 
complete eligibility reviews. 

¶For more info: call Health and 
Recovery Services 
Administration (HRSA) 
Foster Care Meds Team at 
1-800-547-3109 or Childrenôs 
Administration Foster Care 
Health Program Manager at 
360-902-8006.  

Note that If the youth applies for 
other DSHS services through 
their local Community Services 
Office (CSO), they may no 
longer be eligible for medical 
benefits through this program. 
  
Youth should contact the 
FCMT at 1-800-547-3109 for 
more information. 

mailto:ETVWASH@dshs.wa.gov
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Program/Scholarship Description Eligibility Important Dates How to Apply 

Independent Youth 
Housing Program 
(IYHP) 

Provides housing voucher 
assistance to former foster 
youth. Youth may receive: 

¶Monthly rent  

¶Utility payments (gas and 
electricity) 

¶Move in costs (such as first 
and last monthôs rent, 
security deposits) 

¶Cost for credit checks 

¶Cost for parking (if not 
included in rent and one is 
needed) 

¶Case management 
services 

 

Foster youth who on or after September 1, 2006 
meet the following criteria: 

¶18 years of age or older,  

¶A dependent of the state of Washington in 
the month before his or her 18th 
birthday  

¶Have not yet reached the age of 23.  

¶Total income does not exceed 50% of the 
area median income 

 
Priority will be given to youth who were 

dependents of the state for at least one year.  

 
Youth participating in the HB 2002- Foster Care 
to 21 program are not eligible for this housing 
program as they receive housing assistance 
through their foster care payment. Youth can be 
eligible once they exit the Foster Care to 21 
program. 

 ¶This program is a pilot 
program and is only offered 
in selected areas in Region 
2, 5 and 6 by the following 
contracted providers: 

ÁCatholic Family & Child 
Services  

ÁPierce County Alliance 

ÁCommunity Youth 
Services      

¶Please contact Jim Pritchard 
at (360) 902- 8487 or 
prji300@dshs.wa.gov to see 
if this program is available in 
your area. 

 

Passport to College 
Promise 

(PP2C) 

Student Scholarship and 
Assistance: HECB 
 

This program provides 
scholarships to foster youth 
to help with college costs, so 
youth will have minimal or no 
borrowing of student loans.  
The maximum need-based 
scholarship amount is 
currently $6,793 per year-
starting in fall of 2008. 
 
 
 

Student Scholarship and Assistance:  HECB 

To be eligible youth must meet the following 
criteria: 

¶Was a dependent of the State of Washington 
and in foster care on their 18th birthday on or 
after 1-1-07 

¶Spent at least one year in foster care after 
their sixteenth birthday 

¶Is a resident of Washington State 

¶Are or will be enrolled at least half-time in an 
eligible institution of higher education in 
Washington State by the age of twenty-one. 

¶Have not earned a bachelorôs or professional 
degree.  

¶May not be pursuing a degree in theology. 

¶Have financial need. 

 

 

 

 

Scholarship - The 
start date for 
scholarship 
assistance was 
Fall 2008. 

¶Sign and submit a consent 
form to the HECB for 
verification with DSHS. 

¶Identify as Passport eligible 
student when applying for 
college admissions or 
registration  

 

For questions regarding the 
student scholarship or 
institutional assistance contact: 

Dawn Cypriano-McAferty at  

360-753-7846 or 
dawnc@hecb.wa.gov;  

 

Passport to College Web site 
link:   

www.independence.wa.gov 

mailto:dawnc@hecb.wa.gov
http://www.independence.wa.gov/
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Supplemental 
Educational 
Transition Planning            

(SETuP) Program 

 

SETuP Program: CA 

 

This program provides foster 
youth 14-18 years of age 
with educational planning, 
information, linkages to other 
services/programs and 
coordination between high 
school counselors and foster 
youth to ensure youth have 
an educational transition 
plan. 

Supplemental Educational Transition 
Planning (SETuP) Program:  

To be eligible must meet the following criteria: 

¶Youth must be ages 14-18 years old and in   
foster care in the State of Washington. 

 

SETuP - CA has 
contracted with a 
provider in each of 
the six regions to 
provide this 
service. However 
they are limited on 
the amount of 
youth they can 
serve.  

 

¶For questions regarding the 
SETuP contact:  

Jim Pritchard at (360) 902-
8487 or email at 
prji300@dshs.wa.gov 

 

Alumni of Care Peer 
to Peer Mentoring 
Program 

This program provides 
outreach to foster youth and 
alumni in efforts to engage 
them in the array of services 
available to them.  Alumni of 
care are hired to provide 
youth outreach and 
engagement, provide 
program information, and 
support eligible youth in 
accessing and applying for 
ETV. 
 

Current and former foster youth of Washington 
State. Youth apply for positions through the 
local contracted provider. 

This program is in 
its implementation 
stage therefore 
may not yet be 
available in your 
area.Program is 
available in all six 
regions through 
contracted 
providers.  

¶For questions regarding this 
program please contact: 

Juliette Knight at 

   (360) 902-8474 or email at 
knju300@dshs.wa.gov 

 

Passion to Action 
Advisory Group 

A statewide advisory group 
developed in 2005 by 
Childrenôs Administration in 
partnership with Casey 
Family Programs and The 
College Success 
Foundation. Youth serve in 
an advisory function to 
provide CA with input and 
recommendations on policy 
and practices. Youth 
feedback helps CA improve 
our ability to meet the needs 
of children and youth in care. 

About 20 current and former foster youth ï 
several from each region ï currently sit on the 
board.  

 

To apply to be a board member youth can 
contact their IL provider or email 
ilskids@dshs.wa.gov  

  For questions regarding this 
program please contact: 

Rick Butt (206) 923-4891 or 
email rlbu300@dshs.wa.gov  

or Lynne Welton (360) 902-
7563 or email at 
lywe300@dshs.wa.gov  

¶ 

 

mailto:prji300@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:knju300@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:ilskids@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:rlbu300@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:lywe300@dshs.wa.gov
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Regional Network 

    



0874/31120717/09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For detailed information on any of these programs please visit our website: 
 

WWW.INDEPENDENCE.WA.GOV 
 

 

 

 

http://www.independence.wa.gov/
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