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¦#!3!ȭÓ !ÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ 2ÅÃÏÒÄÓ

ü What the law says

ü The how, what, where and when of getting the records

¦ Confidentiality

ü What the law says

ü Why it is important

¦ Disclosure

ü What the law says

¦ Special situations



¦ The CASA has a duty to investigate, collect 
ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÓÉÔÕÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ 
report to the court factual information 
regarding the best interests of the child.

RCW 13.34.105(1)(a)



¦ A CASA appointed to represent a child in a 
dependency action has a right (under statute 
and court rule) to the information the 
Department has on the case:

ü Except:

¦Where disclosure would result in severe physical 
or psychological harm to the child or parent

¦If the youth has an independent right to 
confidentiality of the information

RCW 13.34.105(3); RCW 13.50.100(7)



¦4ÈÅ #!3! ÈÁÓ Á ÒÉÇÈÔ ȰÅØÃÅÐÔ ÁÓ ÌÉÍÉÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÌÁ×ȱ 
to inspect and copy any and all records relating 
to the proceeding for which the CASA is 
appointed.

¦ Also has access to all juvenile court files.

ü Access to sealed or confidential files must be by 
separate court order



¦ The statute is clear that the CASA can review 
ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÃÁÓÅ ÆÉÌÅ ɉÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ 
from others): 

üWithout the consent of the parent or guardian

üWithout the consent the child ɀif the child is under 
the age of thirteen years  and

üUnless such access is otherwise specifically 
prohibited by law

RCW 13.34.105(3)



¦7ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ $ÅÐÁÒÔÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÒÅÃÏÒÄȩ

¦ Where are they?

¦ What does a CASA need to do to see them?

¦ What do they mean?

¦ How often should a CASA look at them?



¦ Federal and state laws require the records and 
information relating to families involved in the 
child welfare system be confidential.

üDisclosure is limited

¦ The CASA may release information only as 
permitted under RCW 13.50.100.



¦ Juvenile Justice or Care Agencies:
ü DSHS and its contracting agencies

ü Police

ü Court

ü Attorney general

ü The legislative children's oversight committee

ü Office of the Family and Children's Ombudsman

ü Schools

ü Persons or agencies having children committed to their 
custody



¦ By juvenile justice or care agencies to other 
juvenile justice or care agencies:

üOnly when an investigation or case involving the 
juvenile in question is being pursued by the other 
juvenile justice or care agency or

üWhen that other juvenile justice or care agency is 
assigned the responsibility of supervising the 
juvenile



¦ The child,  parents, and their attorneys have a 
ÒÉÇÈÔ  ȰÔÏ ÁÌÌ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÏÌÌÅÃÔÅÄ ÏÒ 
retained by the Department pertaining to the 
child.

¦ Except:
ü Information likely to cause severe psychological or 

physical harm to the child or his or her parents
ü Information  about services when the child has a legal 

right to receive those services without the consent of 
the parent

ü Identity of person who reported alleged child abuse or 
neglect



¦ Youths can access certain specific kinds of 
treatment and diagnoses without the consent 
of their parents.

¦ Information about these treatments is 
protected from disclosure, if the treatment is 
accessed voluntarily by the youth.

¦ A dependent youth, age 12 or older, also has a 
right to request legal counsel in the 
dependency proceeding.



¦ Foster parent licensing files.

¦ NCIC information.

¦ Adoption and relative home studies.

¦ HIV and other health information pertaining 
to the parents.

¦ Mental health records.

¦ Drug and alcohol evaluation and treatment 
records.

¦ Non-ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÉÏÎ ȰÃÒÉÍÉÎÁÌȱ ÒÅÃÏÒÄÓȢ



¦ What do you do when you 
ÃÁÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
information you think you 
need.

üGo to the source of the 
information

üGet authorizations from the 
subjects of the records

ü Ask  your program director 
or, if necessary, the Court 
for assistance



¦ Laws governing confidentiality and disclosure 
of records are numerous and complex.

ü The law attempts to protect the privacy of 
individuals, while providing information needed to 
protect children

ü Sometimes there will be disagreements about how 
the law applies to a certain set of facts

ü There is always a resolution


