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The mission of Washington State CASA is to support member
CASA/GAL Programs in providing trained volunteer advo-
cates for abused and neglected children in the court system.

A Statewide Network
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The Washington State Association of Court Appointed Special
Advocate/Guardian ad Litem Programs (CASA/GAL), founded
in 1988, is as a 501(c) (3) non-profit organization with more
than 400 individual members.  We provide technical support
and training to 30 member CASA/GAL programs in 33 of
Washington’s 39 counties.  The local programs are a mix of state
and tribal court-administered programs and non-profit agencies.
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Washington State CASA provides the following services
to our member programs:

· Volunteer recruitment services including website and 1-800 number
· Statewide CASA data collection, analysis and dissemination
· Documentation of best practices for advocacy
· Volunteer management training for local CASA program staff
· Annual regional meetings and site visits for CASA programs
· Annual Washington State CASA Conference to train CASA volunteers

and program staff
· Training materials and manuals for local CASA programs
· Specialized training in the areas of Tribal CASA, Achieving

Permanance and Education Advocacy
· Advocacy with the legislature on behalf of local CASA programs

regarding funding needs and policy issues concerning abused and
neglected children

· Collaboration with private and public agencies for improvements to
the child welfare system

· Public relations and promotion of child welfare issues with local and
statewide media

· Funding for special projects and for volunteer recruitment and
retention

· Networking and information exchange regarding common program
issues

· Coordination of Child Abuse Prevention Month efforts with CASA
Cares / Light of Hope events

· Technical support  to communities wishing to start a local CASA
program.
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Dear CASA Supporters,
Many people say, “I care about kids.”  A few of those people have taken the next step and
said “What can I do for the most vulnerable children in our community?”  Last year almost
2000 people in Washington State said, “I will volunteer as an advocate for abused and
neglected children in the court system.”  Whether they are called Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) or volunteer guardians ad litem (VGAL), these truly extraordinary people
spoke out for the best interests of more than 6,500 children in 2002.

The volunteers cannot do their extraordinary work alone.  They must be made aware of the
need.  They must be trained.  They must have support as they look into a child’s life and
craft a report to the judge who appointed them.  The 110 staff of local CASA and VGAL
Programs recruit, train, and support volunteers in 33 of Washington’s 39 counties.
Washington State CASA provides a network for all these extraordinary people, both
volunteers and program staff; sharing information, supplying technical support and training.

The needs of children, volunteers, and local programs determine our work plan and we still
have much to do to make sure abused and neglected children have the advocates they need.
During the next year, Washington State CASA will continue working closely with local
CASA programs, supporting them in providing
trained volunteer advocates for abused and neglected
children in the court system.

To all of our supporters, we thank you for your
contributions and look forward to your continued
support as we all strive for a safe and permanent
home for every child.

Sue Burrus, Interim Executive Director
Washington State CASA
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Children with a CASA Volunteer by Age
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CASA Volunteers by Age
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History of CASA in Washington
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In 1993, the Washington State Association
of CASA/GAL Programs receives non-
profit status as a 501(c)(3) from the IRS
with start-up funding from the Stuart
Foundation.

In 1996, the Washington State Legislature
enacts a measure intended to improve the
guardian ad litem system in Washington
State, calling on the Office of the Admin-
istrator for the Courts (AOC) to develop
a curriculum for persons serving as guard-
ians ad litem under Title 13 and Title 26.
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In 1978, Congress enacts the Indian Child
Welfare Act (Public Law 95-608) as a re-
sult of congressional hearings in the 1970s
that revealed a pattern of public and pri-
vate removal of Indian children from their
homes. This pattern undermined Indian
families and threatened tribal survival and
Indian culture. The act sets up placement
preference for children in foster care and
adoption guidelines  for Indian children.
A few years later, The Washington Tribal-
State Agreement was signed, extending
ICWA protection to more children by
broadening the definition of “Indian
Child”.

In 1982, the National CASA Association,
Inc. is established to serve as an umbrella
organization for the growing number of pro-

1991
Thurston

grams across the country.   The first Ex-
ecutive Director of National CASA,
Carmen Ray-Bettineski, had previously
been the director of the King County Pro-
gram in Seattle.

Important CASA dates in Washington State
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In 1997, Congress passes the Adoption and
Safe Families Act (Public Law 105-89),
which embodies three key principles: the
safety of children is the paramount con-
cern; foster care is a temporary setting and
not a place for children to grow up; and
permanency planning should begin as soon
as the child enters foster care.

In 1999, the Office of Family and
Children’s Ombudsman, The Washington
Permanency Framework and the Office of
Public Defense recommend that CASA
programs receive full funding to encour-
age CASA volunteer representation.

Also in 1999, the state legislature increases
appropriation for local CASA programs to
$1.5 million/biennium.

In 2001, Washington State CASA secures
Stuart Foundation 3-year Achieving
Permanence & Education Advocacy
Project grants for seven CASA programs
and also secures Stuart Foundation 3-year
grant for one-third of WA CASA operating
expenses.  In addition, a NCASAA grant
was secured for 2 years.

In 2002, Washington State CASA hosts
the Training of Facilitators for the National
CASA Curriculum and establishes the
Program Support Award for local
programs. Washington State CASA also
collaborates with Snohomish County
CASA/VGAL Program in an effort to
improve the quality, appropriateness and
breadth of representation to Native
American Children by hosting a Tribal
CASA training.

2000

1000

3000

4000

5000

6000

1992

Total Number of People Having Served as a CASA Volunteer,
1992 to Present
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A Dedicated Network
February 2002 - Have a
Heart for Kids.  Washington
State CASA participates in
Legislative Advocacy Day in
Olympia to help fellow child
advocates carry the voices of
children to the state legisla-
ture.

March 2002 - Washington State
CASA Board member and Clallam
County CASA Coordinator Carol
Huard helps train over 30 fellow
CASA staff at the Washington
State CASA facilitation skills train-
ing for the National CASA Cur-
riculum.

October 2002 - The first Washing-
ton Tribal CASA Training was held.
Over 20 CASA volunteers in Sno-
homish County learned how to pro-
vide more culturally appropriate ad-
vocacy to local children with Indian
heritage.  The recently developed
Indian Child Welfare Manual pro-
vided a progressive look at best
proactice quidelines for serving
Native children.  Pictured are Tribal
CASA trainers Gary Peterson, Bonnie Means O’Flanagan and Shohomish
CASA Program Manager Craig Daly.
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Pierce County CASA vol-
unteers joined over 340
CASA volunteers and
staff at Washington State
CASA 10th Annual State-
wide Conference in
Yakima on October 11-
13, 2002.

King County Dependency CASA
Volunteer Thomas Conner ac-
cepts the Gloria Panitch Volun-
teer of the Year Award at the con-
ference in Yakima.  The award will
provide $500 - half of which will
benefit one child and half of
which will benefit many children.

WA CASA Board Members Judy Fortlage
(Chair), Pat Cherry (Past Chair),
Georgeanne Danneker (Kappa Alpha
Theta Representative and Secretary) and
Scott Stevens (Treasurer) at the conference
in Yakima.  Judy, Pat and Georgeanne are
CASA volunteers and Scott is the CASA
Program Manager in Spokane County.
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2nd Judicial District CASA Program
Asotin/Garfield Counties
PO Box 1463 / 504 Main St, Suite 444
Lewiston, ID 83501
208-746-3378

Benton County Superior Court
Family Court Services
7320 West Quinalt
Benton County Justice Center
Kennewick, WA  99336-7665
509-736-3071

Benton/Franklin CASA/GAL Program
5606 West Canal Place #106
Kennewick, WA  99336
509-783-2151

Chelan/Douglas Counties CASA
P. O. Box 2027
Wenatchee, WA  98807
509-662-7350

Clallam County CASA Program
1912 West 18th
Port Angeles, WA  98363
360-417-2282 ext.241

Clark County CASA
3609 Main Street
Vancouver, WA  98663
360-906-9109

Cowlitz County CASA
1338 Commerce, Suite B
Longview, WA  98632
360-414-5212

Grant County CASA
PO Box 818 / 303 Abel Road
Ephrata, WA  98823
509-754-5690, ext.24

Grays Harbor CASA - GHCAC
514 Broadway Ave East
Montessano, WA  98563
360-249-0005

Island County CASA
P. O. Box 5000
Coupeville, WA  98239
360-240-5560

Jefferson County GAL Program
P. O. Box 1220
Port Townsend, WA  98368
360-385-9190

King County Superior Court
Dependency CASA
1401 E Jefferson, Ste 500
Seattle,WA  98122
206-296-1120

Kitsap County CASA
1338 SW Old Clifton Road
Port Orchard, WA  98367
360-337-5480

Court Advocates for Children for
Kittitas County
421 North Pearl  #208
Ellensburg, WA  98926
509-925-4871

Local CASA / 
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Klickitat County CASA
131 West Court, MS-CH 16
Goldendale, WA  98620
(509) 773-3440

Lewis County Volunteer GAL Program
360 NW North St, MS:JUV01
Chehalis, WA  98532-1900
360-740-2626

Mason County CASA
P.O. Box 368 / 419 N 4th St, Fl 2
Shelton, WA  98584-0368
360-427-9670

Okanogan County CASA
227 N 4th Ave / PO Box 432
Okanogan, WA  98840-0432
509-422-7250

Pierce County Juvenile Court
CASA/GAL Program
5501 6th Avenue
Tacoma, WA  98406
253-798-7900

San Juan County Juvenile Court
Services GAL Program
350 Court St, #4
Friday Harbor, WA  98250
360-378-4620

Skamania County CASA Program
P.O. Box 790
Stevenson, WA  98648
(509) 427-9443

Snohomish County Juvenile Court
CASA/VGAL Program
2801 10th St
Everett,  WA  98201
425-388-7854

Spokane County Juvenile Court
CASA/GAL Program
1208 West Mallon
Spokane, WA  99201
509-477-2468

Spokane Tribal Court CASA
P. O. Box 225
Wellpinit, WA  99040
509-258-7717

Thurston County CASA/GAL Program
2000 Lakeridge Dr SW
Olympia, WA  98502-6045
360-709-3231

Tri-Counties CASA
165 E. Hawthorne, Ste 132
Colville,  WA  99114
509-685-0673

Walla Walla CASA Association
P. O. Box 1233
Walla Walla, WA  99362
509-525-1872

Whitman County CASA
P. O. Box 598
Colfax, WA  99111
509-397-6246

Yakima County GAL Program
1728 Jerome Ave
Yakima, WA  98902
509-574-2050

GAL Programs
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Statement of Financial Position

As of June 30, 2002 and 2001
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Miscellaneous Income
1%

Grants
51%

Washington State
28%

Board Fundraising
10%

Sponsorship& Other
2%

Membership
1%

Donations 
2%

Conference
3%

Interest Income
2%

Fundraising
1%

Management and 
General

25%

Program Services
74%
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Income

Expenses
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Statement of Functional Expenses

For the year ending June 30, 2002
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The Estate of Dorothy
Stark Adams
Ruth Ann Glover and Carol
Thomas in memory of Hilde
Appelbaum
Barney & Kathryn Barnhouse
Alice Brooks
Caroline Davis
Al Flory
Cynthia Kusiak
Barbara Mason
Charles Mertel
Carol Slater
Douglas & Sharon Spencer
Chicago Titlz
Harold  Abraham
John and MaryLouise  Alving
Gigi Anders
Mary Lou Balassone
Anna Barrigan
Jenny Barton
Bonnie Bayliss
Cathy Beaty
Virginia Beck-Rhea
Tara Bennett
Rosie Benzonelli
Terry Berg
Robert Bibb
Nicole Blake Chafetz
Barry Broman
Gretchen Brookes
Nancy Bross
Thomas Burke
Sue Burrus
Margaret Burzynski
Lynn Bush

Richard L. Butcher
Ann Buzaitis
William & Barb Campbell
Leslianne Carbary
Ruth Carpenter
Paula Casey
Lynne Chelimer
Marilyn Chelimer
Gary Christianson
Evie Chung
Claudia Clark-Engstrom
Harriette Collins
Tish Condon
Susan Coombes
Richard Cooper
Thelma Cordisco
Bertha Dasher
Nancy Dickerson
Bonnie Downs
Jan Eason
Jim Elmer
Carol Farr
Julie Farr
Linda Farr
Art Forney
Judy Fortlage
Mark Fortlage
Sieglinde Gassman
Ruth Ann Glover
Salvatore Gozza
Ed Greenleaf
Steven Grovdahl
Julia & Roger Grummel
Sig & Kay Harbak
Betty Harlow
R.T. & C.S. Hartry

W ashington State CASA Donors
Rolf and Margie Hildre
Robin Hilton
William Hochberg
Frank Hoover
Mary Jane Hungate
Marguerite M. Irwin
Mildred Irwin
Ted & Lori Irwin
Marie Jamieson
Valerie Jolicoeur
Ann Kienholz Jurcevich
Gene Koselke
Peggy Lansverk
Norma Lee
Lucille Leggett
Rachel Ann Levine
Arlene Levy
Thurman Lowans
Carolyn Lowrey
Mary Alice McGinn
Michelle Merlino
Keely Merrigan
Jean Messimer
Deane and Leslie Minor
Rejane Mintz
Royce Moe
Douglas & Karolyn
Moreland
Ryan Murrey
David Nelson
Marsha & Jeff Nemitz
Sharon Oelke
Brenda Oliver
E. Thomas Opett
Amy & Stan Owings
Andrei Paglinawan
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Meryl Parsons
Kathie Patterson
Madeline Price
Deborah Rappaport
Barbara Reeves
Kristin Sergienko
Marian Short
John and Laurie Sinsheimer
Karen and Dave Smith
Mary Snapp
Scott Stevens
Sherrie & Kris Stockwell
Geoff Strange
Suzanne Taaffe
Carol Thomas
David Thorn
Jo Anne R. Voegtlin
Linda Voegtlin
Phyllis  Waldenberg

Ronald & Marlene Wilkinson
Rand  Young
AAA Washington
Aamerican Colleges of Karate
Adobe
Air Combat USA
Alaska Air
Anchorage Inn B&B
Angelos
Anthony’s Woodfire Grill
Azetca Mexican Resaurants
Bazaz Studio
Bellevue Chiropractic Center
Ben Bridge Corporation
Bickmore Interior Plants
Bits and Pieces
Columbia Winery
Conrow Studio
COSTCO

Countryside Floral and Garden
Dan the Sausageman
Daniel L. Paulson Productions
Derby Frame
Dick’s Camera and Digital
Do-The-Math NewZletters
Duke’s Restaurant
E.B. Foote Winery Tasting
Elandan Interiors
Ellensburg Comort Inn
Frye Art Museum
Grand Roasters Lt
Lydig Construction
Macromedia
Microsoft
Pearl Babes
Seattle Police Charity Fund
Sisters of Providence
Sterling Savings Bank
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Jerilyn (Chan) Brisbois
Program Manager
Spokane Tribal Court CASA
stcasa@spokanetribe.com

Pat Cherry
CASA Volunteer
Clark County
CHERRY3999@msn.com

Claudia Clark-Engstrom
CASA Volunteer
Thurston County
cclarkengstrom@juno.com

Chad Connors
Juvenile Court Administrator
Whitman County
ChadC@co.whitman.wa.us

Georgeanne Danneker, Secretary
Kappa Alpha Theta
CASA Volunteer, King County
gdanneker@earthlink.net

Thomas Deacon
CASA Volunteer
King County
tdeacon@w-link.net

Carol Farr
Family Law Attorney, King County
cfarr@concentric.net

Washington State CASA Board
Judy Fortlage, Chair
CASA Volunteer
Clark County
jfortlage@aol.com

Kirsten Haugen
CASA Program Attorney
Snohomish County
kirsten.haugen@co.snohomish.wa.us

Carol Huard
Program Manager
Clallam CASA
chuard@co.clallam.wa.us

Linda L. Katz
Program Manager
King County CASA
linda.katz@metrokc.gov

Commissioner Bill Knebes
Clallam County Courthouse
wknebes@co.clallam.wa.us

Commissioner Thurman Lowans
Kitsap County Superior Court
tlowans@co.kitsap.wa.us

Michael Merringer
Juvenile Court Administrator
Island County
michaelm@co.island.wa.us
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Sue Burrus
Interim Executive Director
sburrus@washingtonstatecasa.org

Ryan Murrey
Data/Communications Coordinator
rmurrey@washingtonstatecasa.org

Lara Rogers
Event/Newsletter Coordinator
lrogers@washingtonstatecasa.org

Claire Phinney
Tribal Program Services and
Administrative Coordinator
cphinney@washingtonstatecasa.org

Julie Walters
Program Services Coordinator
jwalters@washingtonstatecasa.org

Mike Ryherd
Lobbyist
Contact Julie Walters

Raynee Miller
CASA Volunteer
Benton/Franklin County
krmiller@bossig.com

Allan Panitch
CASA Volunteer, King County
(206) 282-8541

Scott D. Stevens, Treasurer
Program Manager, Spokane County
sstevens@spokanecounty.org

Margaret (Peggy) Sullivan
CASA Program Coordinator
Okanogan County
sull5919@co.okanogan.wa.us

Staff

Jo Waddell
CASA Program Coordinator
Clark County
jwaddell@ywcaclarkcounty.org

Char Wicklund
Snohomish County
char.wicklund@verizon.com

Rand Young
Juvenile Court Administrator
Spokane County
royoung@spokanecounty.org



Washington State CASA
603 Stewart Street, Ste 206

Seattle, WA  98101
(206) 667-9716

http://www.washingtonstatecasa.org


